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INSIDE
Air Canada workers
could strike Monday>B7

The good ship piggy back

LYLE STAFFORD, TIMES COLONIST
The bulk carrier Pac Adara arrived at Ogden Point Friday with a cargo of 26 luxury yachts, between 10 and 23 metres long, carried from as far away
as Fort Lauderdale, Florida, Costa Rica and Mexico. Yacht Path International, a yacht transportation company, is delivering the yachts, most of which
are being collected by new buyers in Canada. The rest are being delivered to their owners who had them transported here to cruise local waters.

Times Colonist 
and Financial Post

Greater Victoria’s unem-
ployment rate remained
steady in May at 6.2 per
cent compared with the
previous month while the
national rate moved down-
ward due to higher-than-
expected job numbers.

B.C.’s unemployment
rate declined slightly as
well, moving to 7.6 per cent
from 7.9 per cent, Statistics
Canada said Friday.

Employment in B.C.
climbed by 5.2 per cent to

2.278 million in May com-
pared with 2.272.9 in April,
the federal agency said.

Statistics Canada said
that 22,300 positions were
added across the country
during the month.

“Employment increased
in Quebec, Alberta and
Saskatchewan in May. 

“At the same time,
employment declined in
Newfoundland and
Labrador, while there was
little change in the remain-
ing provinces,” the federal
agency said.

“Employment gains

were in retail and whole-
sale trade as well as in
information, culture and
recreation, while there
were declines in educa-
tional services and manu-
facturing.”

Full-time employment
rose by 32,900 positions in
May, while there was a loss
of 10,600 part-time jobs.
The number of self-
employed workers rose by
29,500, while paid employ-
ment declined by 7,300.

Economists had
expected 20,000 jobs would
be added in May.

Avery Shenfeld, chief
economist at CIBC World
Markets, said “one note of
weakness was that all of the
job gains were associated

with self-employment, with
paid employment showing
a small decline.”

BMO Capital Markets
economist Robert Kavcic
said the report showed a
“solid result given the con-
fluence of negative factors
like a weak U.S. jobs
report, poor weather across
much of the country and a
big drop in prior-month
auto production resulting
from supply-chain issues.” 

The May figure is still
well below the 58,000 addi-
tional jobs recorded in
April.

The economy is
expected to lose some
steam in the second quarter
of this year, which would
have an impact on job seek-

ers. However, Kavcic said
the economy is expected to
pick up again in the second
half of the year. 

“This jibes with our view
that the Bank of Canada
won’t begin to hike rates
again until September,” he
said. 

On Thursday, Statistics
Canada reported a surprise
trade deficit for April,
another indication of a
slowdown in the country’s
overall economic growth. 

But Shenfeld said Fri-
day’s employment report is
“still a comforting result
given that it came on the
heels of a huge prior month
gain, and signs that the
economy is decelerating in
Q2.”

Region’s jobless rate stays steady

Condo project hits the final stages

More jobs created in other parts of
the country, says Statistics Canada

AFGHANISTAN

MATTHEW FISHER 
Postmedia News

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan —
After serving 2.1 million
customers more than
three million cups of cof-
fees and $18,000 a week of
baked goods, Tim Hortons’
wildly successful five-year
run in Afghanistan is to
end this fall.

“The chain of com-
mand was not officially
decided, but we are look-
ing at closing up on Oct.
31 or sometime soon after
that,” said Colin Culligan,
the manager of the Cana-
dian Forces’ coffee and
doughnut franchise at
Kandahar Airfield until
his fourth tour of duty in
this distant desert ended a
few days ago.

“The equipment,
including the ovens for
the doughnuts and the cof-
fee-making machines, is
all going home. The trail-
ers they are housed in are
public infrastructure. I
understand that they are
being purchased by the
Americans.”

By order of the House
of Commons, all Canada’s
combat troops are to with-
draw from Kandahar by
the end of next month.
Tim Hortons is leaving a
little later so it can pro-
vide comfort food to the
small army of Canadian
logisticians who are to
spend the next few
months tearing down,
cleaning and packing the
staggering amounts of kit
accumulated here over
the years.

Exporting Canada’s
favourite fast-food outlet
to the far side of the
world was the brainchild
of Gen. Rick Hillier, the
former chief of defence
staff. The general saw it
as a way of enhancing
morale, Culligan said.

While predictably pop-
ular with Canadians
posted to Kandahar, for-
eign troops make up about
two-thirds of Tim Hortons
customers and generate
about two-thirds of the
revenue here. 

Canadians buy more
coffee. The Americans
and Brits prefer dough-
nuts.

Until now, 323 Cana-
dian civilians have slung
“double doubles” at Kan-
dahar’s Tim Hortons, each
of them serving six
months at a time. Many
have wanted to return, but
only a few were chosen to
come back. 

Competition for the
jobs — which pay about
$20,000 per tour — has
been so intense that from
3,000 applicants only 65
men and women are cho-
sen for each rotation.

“Our employees tend to
be very well educated,”
said Culligan. 

Seventy per cent of the
CFPSA employees in Kan-
dahar are women. Among
the cardinal rules for
those who work at Tim
Hortons as well as the
troops, is that there must
be no fraternization, no
drugs and no booze. 

Nevertheless, a social
life of sorts has evolved at
this dusty tent and trailer
city of about 30,000 sol-
diers and civilians about
20 kilometres south of
Kandahar City. 

Two Tim Hortons work-
ers met and fell in love in
Kandahar and are now
married in Canada with
two children. And a
female worker at Tim
Hortons married a soldier
she met here.

Tim
Hortons
turning
off the
coffee
Kandahar store
will close in fall

UNEMPLOYMENT

DEVELOPMENT

CARLA WILSON
Times Colonist 

The final bucket of con-
crete was poured Friday at
the 834 Johnson St. condo-
minium development — a
downtown symbol of hope
during the recession. It was
followed by the ground-
breaking for the luxury
Sovereign project, also in
the downtown core.

These two buildings are
the latest by Chard Devel-
opments of Vancouver,
which has been active in
downtown Victoria in
recent years. 

Developer David Chard
built the 96-unit Juliet at
the corner of Blanshard
and Johnson streets, in 2008
and the 12-storey Corazon
at 732 Cormorant St. in
2006.

“Over the past several
years and through working
on our four downtown proj-
ects, we have seen many
positive changes in the
community as new resi-
dents and businesses make
the decision to put down
roots and become part of

this lively and vibrant
urban core,” Chard said.

When other developers
pulled back during the
global economic crisis,
Chard started construction
in 2009 on the 14-storey,
115-unit project on Johnson
Street. More than 90 per
cent of the units in the $28-

million building, built by
Ledcor Construction Ltd.,
have been sold. It is
expected to be finished this
fall.

The $23-million Sover-
eign with its 36 high-end
units will bring something
new to Victoria condo proj-
ects — a car elevator. That

project is 45 per cent sold,
Chard said.

Farmer Construction of
Victoria is building the Sov-
ereign and is expected to be
finished in 2013.

Like the 834, the Sover-
eign will have about 100
workers on site during the
peak of its construction, the

developer said.
Ken Kelly, Downtown

Victoria Business Associa-
tion general manager, said
projects such as Chard’s
“re-define the very nature
of downtown” by helping
develop a residential foun-
dation.

Other downtown devel-
opments include Anthem
Properties’ five-storey
Union at 517 Fisgard St.,
with close to 130 units,
which has been approved
by Victoria city council.
Retired Vancouver
Canucks star Trevor Linden
and Airey Group building
are teaming up on a four-
storey, 27-unit condo proj-
ect, valued at $5 million, at
601 Herald St.

Le Fevre and Co. is plan-
ning a nine-unit condo
building in Waddington
Alley, along with another 20
condo units in a redevelop-
ment of the 1892 New Eng-
land Hotel at 1312 Govern-
ment St. and 32 condo units
at the historic Oriental
Hotel building and its
neighbour to the east on
Yates Street.

Finished projects
include the $80-million
Hudson by Townline devel-
opers of Vancouver, which
turned the former Bay
building on Douglas Street
into condominiums with
ground-floor commercial
space.
cjwilson@timescolonist.com

Last bucket of
concrete poured
at 834, slated for
fall completion

LYLE STAFFORD, TIMES COLONIST
The final bucket of concrete was poured Friday at the $18-million, 834 Johnson St. con-
dominium development, one of the few Victoria projects that started during the 2008
recession. 
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